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Disclaimer

This information is being provided as part of a Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 webinar for the “You For
Youth” (Y4Y) professional development website. This website supports the 215t Century
Community Learning Centers (215t CCLC) grant program administered by the U.S. Department of
Education. Information and materials mentioned or shown during this presentation are
provided as resources and examples for the viewer’s convenience. Their inclusion is not
intended as an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education.

In addition, the instructional practices and assessments discussed or shown in these
presentations are not intended to mandate, direct, or control a State’s, local educational
agency’s, or school’s specific instructional content, academic achievement system and
assessments, curriculum, or program of instruction. States and local programs are free to use
any instructional content, achievement system and assessments, curriculum, or program
instruction that they wish, insofar as they support the goals and objectives of the 215t CCLC
program, as authorized.

Published Materials

The contents of this webinar were developed, in part, under a contract from the Department of
Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department
of Education, and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government.

Please note that both the audio and video portions of this webinar are being
recorded for archival purposes.
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Goals & Objectives

Understand what civic learning and engagement is
and why it is a priority for the U.S. Department of
Education and the 215t Century Community Learning
Centers Program

Learn how the Y4Y portal can enhance civic learning
and engagement projects in your program

Gain ideas and strategies from leaders in the civic
learning and engagement field




Host:
Natalie Lucas
Y4Y Content Specialist

Introductions

Guest Presenter 1:

Felicia Sullivan

Senior Researcher, Center for
Research on Civic Learning and
Engagement (CIRCLE), Tufts
University

Guest Presenter 2:

Jill Bass

Director of Curriculum and
Teacher Development,
Center for Action Civics/
Mikva Challenge







Background:
Civic Learning and Engagement

e Priority for ED and the White
House Office
e LaunchedJune’ 13

e Taking PBL one step further

e New content on Y4Y




What is civic learning and
engagement?




“An approach that provides
students with experiences,
resources, and tools that help
them develop the knowledge,
awareness, understanding and
skills necessary to be active,
effective citizens prepared to
address important issues in their
community and the world at
large.”

Martin Luther King, Jr.
Photographed by Marion S. Trikosko

LC-DIG-ppmsc-01269 from:
Public Domain Images Online
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Learn Teach Tools Network

Y4Y » Learn » Project-Based Learning

€) Project-Based Learning

Introduction

The introduction provides an overviews of project based learing, including the benefits of

Q authentic projects and engaging students in a process of inguiry. Learn how to design
hands-on projects and move from a driving question to a culminating event to a reflection
an learning.

Implementation Strategies

9 Find strategies to move project based learning into practice, including setting project goals
[8TR and keeping projects student-centered. Learn how to sustain your project over time and
S hiowy to document your project's progress.

Coaching My Staff

Learn how to coach staff to effectively plan projects, engage youth, and document
i learning. ldentify ready-to-use tools to help you in building your staff's skills.

Tools

Find ready-to-use and customizable tools that can assist you in planning, implementing,
f and assessing your projects.




Y4Y » Learn » Project-Based Learning * Introduction » Civic
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(&) Civic Learning and Engagement in Action

What does civic learning and engagement look like in action? Watch this video to see an example
of a dynamic civic learing and engagement project, then check out the examples below.

Examples of Civic Learning and Engagement

In each project example below, you will find elements of civic leaming and engagement. As you click
on each button representing the elements, text in the sample will be highlighted to show how the
project demonstrates that element.

Hands-on Serves a purpose Collaborating with community groups

Youth are at the center Working with a government agency

Working toward social or political change

Example 1: A group of 4th graders attend a City Council meeting to find out why there would be no
mare funding for the neighborhood swimming pool that they enjoy every summer. Once they
understand the issue of competing needs, the students — joined by members of the local senior
citizens' center — run their own fundraiser to contribute to the reopening of the pool. Together they
present the funds raised to City Council and ask again for their support to reopen this community
asset.

Example 2: A group of middle schoolers, seeing a problem with trash at local playgrounds, visit
members of the recreation department in their town to determine the cause of the problem and find a
solution. As a result of their investigation, they join forces with a local parent group and successfully
petition the town to purchase six solar-powered, compacting trash cans — one for each playground.

Learn/Project-Based Learning/Introduction/Page 33
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(&) Civic Learning and Engagement in Action

Hands-on Serves a purpose Collaborating with community groups
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understand the issue of competing needs, the students — joined by members of the local senior
citizens’ center — run their own fundraiser to contribute to the reopening of the pool. Together they
present the funds raised to City Council and ask again for their support to reopen this community
asset.
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citizens' center — run their own fundraiser to contribute to the reopening of the pool. Together they
present the funds raised to City Council and ask again for their support to reopen this community
asset.
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members of the recreation department in their town to determine the cause of the problem and find a
solution. As a result of their investigation, they join forces with a local parent group and successfully
petition the town to purchase six solar-powered, compacting trash cans — one for each playground.
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(&) Become Active Investigators

Young people, especially elementary aged children, may have a tough time pinpointing issues or
problems that can be resolved through civic engagement. By becoming active investigators, youth
can see firsthand some of the issues facing the community. Students of all ages can become better
informed about what's working, what's not working, and what kinds of direct actions on their part
could make a difference.

Active community investigation can take many forms, some simple and some more complex.
Younger students may benefit from in-person experiences such as community walks designed to
highlight such problems as litter, closed recreation areas, unsafe street crossings, and other local
issues.

Older students may be able to set up and record interviews with public officials or community
members who want to voice particular concems. They may also use the Internet to research public
policies, review community budgets, or document the history of a complex local issue.

Active research and investigation can take many forms. The list below provides some examples:

= Community mapping (a process whereby physical or digital maps are used to visually locate
senvices, problem areas, or other entities)

= Community walks
® |nterviews with public officials or community members
» Internet research

m Surveys and neighborhood canvassing (Mote: Safety precautions must be taken whenever youth
are completing an activity like canvassing.)

= Attending meetings and presentations (i.e., a town hall meeting or a neighborhood association
meeting)

» Perusing historical records or newspaper clippings

Learn/Project-Based Learning/Implementation/Page 13
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(&) Become Active Investigators

Young people, especially elementary aged children, may have a tough time pinpointing issues or
problems that can be resolved through civic engagement. By becoming active investigators, youth
can see firsthand some of the issues facing the community. Students of all ages can become better

Active research and investigation can take many forms. The list below provides some examples:

= Community mapping (a process whereby physical or digital maps are used to visually locate
sernvices, problem areas, or other entities)

= Community walks
» |nterviews with public officials or community members
» |nternet research

» Surveys and neighborhood canvassing (Mote: Safety precautions must be taken whenever youth
are completing an activity like canvassing.)

» Attending meetings and presentations {i.e_, a town hall meeting or a neighborhood association
meeting)

» Perusing historical records or newspaper clippings

Try this community mapping tool to jumpstart your next civic learning and engagement project.

meeting)

» Perusing historical records or newspaper clippings
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(&) Become Active Investigators
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You For Youth

Civic Learning and Engagement

Involving Community Partners Checklist

Use this checklist to identify potential community partners. Next, brainstorm and check off ways partners might be involved in Civic
Learning & Engagement projects (or are involved currently).

Type of Partner Mame of Partner
(Group, Organization, Options for Involvement
or Individual)

Interview or Invite to Tour or Meet to Collaborate Provide | Other:
conduct program visit present an on project a service
research issue activities

Government:
Elected Official
Parks and Recreation
Department
Court House/Judicial
Department
City Council

Fire Department

Paolice Department

State or Federal Department
Other

Community organizations:
Meighborhood Civic Association
Service group
Advocacy group
Local health organization
Local environmental
organization
Local education organization
Other

J"o‘{% This tool is in the public demain. Authorization to reproduce it in whale ar in part iz granted.

This tool was funded by the U.5. Departrent of Education in 201 1 under confract number
Q EDOESE-90-000040. The views exprezsad here are not necessanly thess of the
o Depariment or the contracior. Learn more about professional development planning
"& and 21st CCLC learning at hitpiydy ed.gov.

Tools/Civic Learning and Engagement




Civic Learning and Engagement

You For Youth

Involving Community Partners Checklist

Involving Community Partners Checklist

You For Youth Civic Learning and Engagement

Type of Partner Mame of Partner
{Group, Organization, Options for Involvement
or Individual)
Interview or Invite to Tour or Meet to Collaborate Provide | Other:
conduct program visit present an on project a service
research issue activities
Businesses:

Local small business

Large company with local office

Other

Schools:

Meighborhood school

College or University

Other

Other Ideas:

) p oTEpTS

"& and 21st CCLC learning at hitpiydy ed.gov.

Tools/Civic Learning and Engagement

This tool was funded by the US Department of Education in 204 1 under confract number
EDOESE-90-000040. The views exprezsad here are not necessanly thess of the
Depariment or the contracior. Learn more about professional development planning
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Learn More Library K

21st CCLC

Civic Learning and Engagement

« Evaluate and Reflect Acknowledgements »

Learn/Project-Based Learning/Introduction/Page 42



Learn More Library:
Lesson Plans and Activities
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Learn More Library:
Lesson Plans and Activities
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Guest Presenter 1:

Felicia Sullivan

Senior Researcher,

Center for Research on Civic Learning
and Engagement (CIRCLE),

Tufts University




Civic Engagement and
Out-of-School Time

Felicia M. Sullivan
CIRCLE @ Tufts University
September 16, 2013




What is the primary way in which you
and the young people in your programs
civically engage?




Community Service in a Youth
Engagement Zone




Community
problem solving

e Regular
volunteering for a
non-electoral
organization

e Active membership
in a group or
association

e Participation in
fund-raising
run/walk/ride

e Other fund-raising
for charity

Activities
m

Regular voting
Persuading others
to vote

Displaying buttons,

signs, stickers
Campaign
contributions
Volunteering for
candidate or
political
organizations

A Range of Civic Engagement

Contacting officials
Contacting the
media

Protesting
Petitioning
Boycotting /
Buycotting
Canvassing




A Range of Civic Engagement

Activities
mm-
e Community e Regular voting Contacting officials
problem solving e Persuading others e Contacting the

e Regular to vote media
volunteering fora e Displaying buttons, e Protesting
non-electoral signs, stickers e Petitioning
organization e Campaign e Boycotting /

e Active membership contributions Buycotting
in a group or e \olunteering for e (Canvassing
association candidate or

e Participation in political
fund-raising organizations

run/walk/ride
e Other fund-raising
for charity

Citizens should have the ability, agency and opportunity to move
comfortably among these various types of civic acts.




Democratic Discussions




Why should we care?

African-American and Hispanic students are twice as likely as their
white counterparts to score below proficient on national civics
assessments. A similar civic knowledge gap exists between America’s
wealthiest and poorest students.

Eligible minorities vote at about two-thirds the rate of their white
counterparts.

Families that make above $75,000 per year are twice as likely to vote
(and six times as likely to be politically active) as families that make
below $15,000 per year.

Civic learning is unevenly distributed with fewer and lower-quality civic
learning opportunities to minority and low income students.




Students Conducting a Mock Trial

P.S. 119 Amersfort School of Social Awareness.

Photo from school website —http://blog.ps119amersfort.com/?p=1099




Why is civic engagement
important?

“According to the Center for Creative Leadership, tomorrow’s
leaders will need to have: strong self-awareness; an ability to
collaborate across sectors with deep empathy for the communities
they serve; critical thinking skills to develop innovative solutions to
complex challenges; and the courage to take action even in the
face of stark adversity, including the crushing pressure of the status
qguo. This “growth mindset” requires rolling up one’s sleeves,
swallowing a dose of humility, and getting immersed in reality —
and I’'m not talking about TV.”

SOURCE:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2012/04/17/benefits-civic-engagement-
tomorrows-leaders




Community
Problem Solving

Students present their solutions to community

problems at a Civics Fair.
Photo from Mikva Challenge website




Why is civic engagement
important?

Apart from providing a foundation for participation
in @ democracy, creating learning environments
that focus on civic engagement can also build
important skills and dispositions:

Self-efficacy and confidence
Pro-social behavior
Interpersonal skills and collaboration
Trust and social bonding

Lead to increased academic achievement
Civic health and economic vitality




Engaging in Controversial Issues

Photo from the Constitutional Rights Foundation website



What can you do?

Fall 2011 Guardian of Democracy report detailed these
proven practices:

* Provide opportunities for youth voice and leadership

* Discuss current events and controversial issues

* Simulate democratic processes

e Build real world meaning through experiential
community learning and involvement

* Ensure all young people have access to diverse
activities outside of the classroom that meet their
diverse interests

* Provide key knowledge and information about how
government works

SOURCE:
http://civicmission.s3.amazonaws.com/118/f0/5/171/1/
Guardian-of-Democracy-report.pdf




2013 Youth Jobs Rally
in Boston

Photo by Marilyn Humphries
SOURCE: The Hyams Foundation website




Contact

Felicia M. Sullivan
Center for Information & Research on Civic
Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE)

email: felicia.sullivan@tufts.edu
web: http://www.civicyouth.org




Guest Presenter 2:

Jill Bass

Director of Curriculum and
Teacher Development,
Center for Action Civics/
Mikva Challenge




Mikva

Challenge

Democracy is a Verb!
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Non-partisan




Non-partisan

Non-profit




Developing Youth Leaders

Championing Youth Voice

Transforming Civic Education




Mikva
Challenge

Action

Youth
Expertise

Civics

Reflection




Mikva
Challenge

Policymaking

Youth
Expertise

Elections
In Action

Problem
Solving

Reflection



Mikva
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Problem
Solving

Elections
In Action
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Policymaking:
Student Voice Committees







Mikva

Challenge

Policymaking

Classroom | | Ele
Activism




Elections in Action:
Student Judges Program
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Elections in Action:
Campaign Program
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Mikva

Challenge

Policymaking

Elections
In Action



Mikva Community Problem Solving Steps

Challenge

1. Examine
Community

2. Identify
Issues

Reflection

3. Conduct
Research

5. Develop
Strategies

4. Analyze
Power
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Thank You

Felicia Sullivan

Senior Researcher, Center for Research on
Civic Learning and Engagement (CIRCLE),
Tufts University

Email: felicia.sullivan@tufts.edu
Web:  http://www.civicyouth.org

Jill Bass
Director of Curriculum and Teacher

Development,

Center for Action Civics/Mikva Challenge
Email: jill@mikvachallenge.org

Web: http://www.centerforactioncivics.org







Today’s Webinar

* Understand what civic learning and engagement is
and why it is a priority for the U.S. Department of
Education and the 215t Century Community Learning
Centers Program

* Learn how the Y4Y portal can enhance civic learning
and engagement projects in your program

* Gain ideas and strategies from leaders in the civic
learning and engagement field




Next Steps

Visit Network on Y4Y to:

* Download today’s PowerPoint presentation

 View a recording of today’s webinar

e Access resources highlighted in today’s
webinar

Don’t forget to register!
http://v4y.ed.gov/join

Thank You!




