
Building Relationships
Training to Go



• Understand the importance of allowing 
your students to share their experiences.

• Learn strategies and activities to build 
effective relationships with students.

• Learn the importance of being culturally 
aware.

Session Goals 

Today we will…



Allow students to be individuals, 
and to share their stories and 
experiences!!



Get to Know Each Other

•Create ice breakers or warm-up 
activities to encourage student-to-
student and adult-to-student 
interactions.

•Example: Give a mock quiz about 
yourself to students and/or allow 
students to make a quiz about 
themselves to share.



Create a Welcoming Environment
•Acknowledge students at arrival and 
departure. 

•Greet every student by name.

•Look for and comment on student 
strengths.

•Understand developmental needs and 
milestones.



Greet Students

•Make eye contact with students.

•Show excitement to see them.

•Express interest by asking questions.

•Assure students of a great day.



Verbal and Nonverbal Interactions

Create unique verbal or nonverbal cues 
to use with students:

•Special handshake
•High five
•Fist bump
•Dance or movement



Create Your Own

Create your own ideas for unique 
verbal and nonverbal cues. 



Build Interpersonal Relationships

•Use positive language.

•Catch students doing good things.

•Actively listen.

•Encourage student reflection.



Cultural Considerations

Culture
The customary beliefs, social forms, and material 
traits of a racial, religious or social group.

Cultural Norms
Norms are the agreed-upon expectations and 
rules by which a culture guides the behavior of its 
members in any given situation. Of course, norms 
vary widely across cultural groups.



• Name
• Allow participants to use whatever name they want: 

a nickname, formal, first, first and last, and so on. 
• Ethnicity

• Country of origin.
• Roles/Relationships

• Father, student, mother, sister, brother, friend and 
so on. 

• Religion
• Formal religion, nonreligious, spirituality, whatever a 

person identifies with.
• Gender

• He, she, we, they. 

Cultural Toss Activity



What ideas we discussed today 
might be beneficial for your 
program?

Next Steps
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