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21st Century Community Learning Centers Communications Materials
Social Media Bank –NASA Program Site

Social media offers a highly accessible and efficient platform to reach a variety of stakeholders with essential messaging about your 21st CCLC program, the importance of STEM education and the role of out-of-school programs in engaging high-need students in your area. This document contains a bank of sample posts to support social media promotion of your 21st CCLC program. The materials can be used either as ready-made content or as templates for customized information to share on Facebook and Twitter. Included in the bank are recommended hashtags to link posts about your students’ activities to key topics, as well as placeholders and recommendations for where to incorporate visual elements.

Recommended Hashtags
Please use the primary hashtag of #21stCenturySTEM whenever possible in adapting sample posts or developing original content to join the broader social conversation with and about 21st CCLCs. Additional hashtags you might consider include: 
· #EDSTEM
· #STEM
· #NASA
· #Y4Y
· #STEMCHALLENGE
· #afterschool
· #education

Sample Content
Twitter (140-character count):
· This fall, students in [local area] will engage with @NASA scientists in an innovative @usedgov program to build #21stCenturySTEM skills. [link to program launch press release]
· Thx to @usedgov [school/district/program] kids are working w/ @NASA experts to become scientists-in-training #21stCenturySTEM [link to program launch press release]
· [number] students in [local area] are part of a nationwide @NASA program to explore #21stCenturySTEM fields and related careers this fall [link to program launch press release]
· How do you grow plants on the #moon? How do clouds impact Earth's atmosphere? Kids in/at [school/district/program] can tell you. #21stCenturySTEM [link to official press release]
· [local area] students are working with real @NASA scientists via virtual office hours to study the global environment. [share photo or link to video from current NASA program]
· Calling all future scientists! [local area] students in @NASA #21stCenturySTEM programs will showcase science work [insert link to statewide showcase event information or image of Save the Date invite]

Facebook:
· [School/district/program] is proud to offer students in [name local area] the chance to work with @NASA experts in the field and learn to solve real-world challenges, like how to grow plants on the moon or design an effective space suit. It’s part of a nationwide @ED.gov initiative to increase interest in #STEM fields and careers through out-of-school programs at 21st Century Community Learning Centers. #21stCenturySTEM [insert link to official press release] 
· Lunar gardens. Parachutes. Clouds and climate change. What do they have to do with [nth graders]? They’re part of a nationwide #21stCenturySTEM out-of-school initiative in partnership with @ED.gov that connects students with professional scientists and engineers to get real-world experiences in #STEM fields. [insert photo of students or link to press release]
· What’s the best way to learn about #STEM fields and careers? Collaborating with @NASA scientists and engineers out-of-school through virtual office hours. [local area] students are doing just that! #21stCenturySTEM [insert photo from current or past 21st CCLC program of students with experts]
· See what students in/at [school/district/program] are learning about scientific investigation, the Earth’s atmosphere and the global environment with @ED.gov and @NASA this fall. #21stCenturySTEM #afterschool #EDSTEM [share photo or link to video from current GLOBE program]
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Did you know? [state name] is one of several states offering @ED.gov’s #21stCenturySTEM #afterschool programs with @NASA at nearly 200 sites around the country this fall. That means our students at/in [school/district/program] will have the opportunity to learn vital science, technology, engineering and math skills in real-world, hands-on activities. [insert image of students on program site or link to press release]
· Calling all future #NASA scientists! [Local area] students participating in this fall’s #21stCenturySTEM programs with @ED.gov and @NASA are headed to [location] with other participants from across [state name] to showcase what they’ve learned about engineering, scientific investigation and more!
· Meet some of our [local area] scientists-in-training, part of @ED.gov and @NASA’s #21stCenturySTEM program to make the #STEM fields and associated careers more accessible to all students. [use image of students onsite in current program]
· @NASA experts worked with [number] students in/at [school/district/program] this year through an innovative partnership with @ED.gov offered through 21st Century Community Learning Centers #21stCenturySTEM [insert a photo or link to video from current NASA program]
· #21stCenturySTEM programs provide a chance for students in high-need schools to experience science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). In 2016, we helped give [number] students in [local area] an opportunity to find a pathway toward a career of the future. [insert a photo or link to video from current NPS program]
