
Building Background Knowledge 
and Academic Vocabulary



• Review strategies for promoting English 
language acquisition.

• Identify and practice techniques for building 
academic vocabulary.

Objectives



Was your most recent activity beneficial for 
the English learners at your site? 

Why or why not?

Reflect and Discuss



Explore
Let’s explore some instructional strategies known to be 

beneficial to students learning English.



A Fable of Algorithms



Instructional Strategies for English Learners 



• What you know about a topic

• Can be accurate or inaccurate

• Provides a starting point for building 
knowledge of a topic

Activating Prior Knowledge



• Show visual images, videos or audio clips. 

• Provide hands-on activities and experiences. 

• Have students interact with real objects.

Building Background Knowledge



• Use visuals to demonstrate what a 
vocabulary term is and is not.

• Provide sentence starters when asking for 
an oral or written response. 

• Use models and graphic organizers. 

Build Academic Language and Vocabulary 



Frayer Model



Marzano’s Six Steps for Effective Vocabulary 
Instruction



• Allow wait time

• Choose your questions carefully

• Think-Pair-Share

Questioning Techniques



Intentionally 
group students

Rotate group 
roles during 

projects

Grouping Students



• Reflect on the activities you’re 
currently doing with your students.

• What’s one strategy you can use 
from today’s training to help build 
students’ background knowledge 
and academic vocabulary?

Wrap-Up
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