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Explain: Homework time in afterschool doesn’t need to look or feel like study hall. Think of it more like a living room with groups of kids from different classes working together, with a helpful parent around. 

Homework is a reality for students. A lot of learning can happen during homework time beyond just doing assignments, with a lot less struggle. 



Objectives

e |dentify 21st century, study and learning skills that
can be developed during homework time.

e Describe the use of specific skill-building tools and
techniques that support success in school.

 Explain homework time challenges and identify
strategies to address them.
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Explain: Homework time is a part of our program. Youth need to turn in homework to do well in school, and parents need the support of getting at least some homework addressed in afterschool. But afterschool time should not be just about getting homework done.   

So today’s session focuses on making homework time more effective for everyone by creating a homework component that builds learning and thinking skills while also designing an engaging environment that will keep youth coming back.




Homework
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Ask and Discuss: 

What comes to mind when you see or hear the word “homework”?

Why were so many of your responses negative?

Explain: Most of our perceptions about homework are based on our experiences as students and/or parents and, unfortunately, many of those experiences may have been negative. So we need to expand our view of homework time both for us as staff as well as for our program’s youth.



Rethinking Homework

Assets of Afterschool

Friends

Resources

Peer help

Adult help

Adult support and feedback

Tools for keeping up with
assignments

Skills for Success in School and Life

e Problem solving
e Communication
e (Collaboration

e Life Skills
e Leadership
e Personal responsibility
e Self-Direction
e Accountability

e Core Subject Knowledge

e Learning and Thinking Skills
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Explain: Homework time in afterschool doesn’t have to just be about getting the school day assignments done. We can use the time to develop important academic skills as well as those other skills that youth need to succeed in life like independent learning, responsibility, and leadership.

Ask:  What are the assets of afterschool that can support rethinking and reconfiguring homework time? After participants answer click in the answers.

Ask: What are skills for success in school and life that afterschool can support? After participants answer click in the answers.



Homework Tools

Stodent
Mame: Sehoal erade or class: birections: This form is to be used by the school-day teacher and afterschool staff member to
AT mo Brace or Cass: share information about an individual student's homework assignments and study habits, For
I'work best [check all that apply]: each homework assignment, the school-day teacher fills out the information in the left column and
O when it's quiet O with alittle background noise O ‘with music gives the form to the afterschool staff member. After assisting the student, the afterschool staff
O with food O at a desk and chair O on 2 sofa or soft chair member fills out the information in the right column and returns the form to the school-day
O onthe floor alone O with ather people O after doing other activities teacher.
O aftera snack O aftera break O other: i
O right avay, before other things Student's Name: Date:
My best subject areas are 1 Afterschool Staff Member:
Completed by Afterschool Staff Member
My worst subject areas are This student:
(To be completed by student to show improvement over time.) O Completed the homewaork easily
Name: and independently
I need the most hels with ) O Had difficulty understanding what
# Keeping Track he/she was being asked to do in
ping the homework.
Mark the date and what you did each day. Add the total number of days. o Ead diﬂ’-ic;lt_r.r completing the
When I need help, [ usually {checkall . H“'::f‘;l oy focusi N
] Date: Total ad diffien cusing on the
O askforit O ask -
assighment.
O get frustrated O give Days
O look for information on my own Iworked on Comments:
homeworl.
The hardest part about homework fol I completed all
O finding the time O its homework. This student required:
O it's too hard O und I completed O HNao help with the assignment.
O getting started O irs some O Alitte help.
O remembering the assignment homework. O Moderate help.
O A great deal of help.
Goals or targets for homework time:
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Explain: To focus on building these types of skills, we need to use tools and systems that can help us and our students deliberately address these areas and look for ways to structure homework time to improve them.

Activity:

Distribute: The Homework Contract, Homework Log and Homework Communication Y4Y Tools.
Have small groups decide on one or two of the five different pages to explore in more detail.

As they examine the different sections have them discuss the following:
	
-What would this tool help with? How can it help youth? How can it help staff?

-Would you use it?

-What are potential problems?

-What would we do with the forms when completed?

Have groups report out


Keeping Homework Time Engaging

e Use transition activities.
e |[ncorporate social elements.

 Have activities for youth who finish early.
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Explain: We want and need to create an atmosphere that encourages youth to do homework when they have it because it’s important to complete it, but also create an engaging setting for them when they don’t have homework or finish early. Engaging homework environments have:
	
- Transition activities for when youth enter or leave the program so that no time is wasted and youth are too engaged to be disruptive.

- Social aspects that enable youth, to some degree, to talk, move around and collaborate.

- Activities for when some youth finish an assignment or activity early, so they continue to learn and don’t disturb others who are still working.



Offering Choice \

YOU FOR YOUTH

You for Youth | Continuous Education Through 21st CCLC Activities 1
_ Odds or Evens
¥ou for Youth | Continuous Education Through 21st CCLC Activities 1
layers: Twao
A+ Math Worksheet Flay
Goal: Ee the first to make 15 from three cards in a row, column, or diagonal.
2 7 4 2 9 2 1
+3 + 4 +2 + 7 +3 + 6 + 7 How to Play:
1. Make a set of cards 1-9.
2. One player takes the five odd-number cards and one takes the four even-
number cards.
3. Player with odd cards places on card on the grid.
5 2 9 1 0 5 3 4. The player with the even cards puts one on the grid.
+ 8 +1 + 4 + 7 +3 0 + 2 S. Keep it going! The first player who makes a row, column, or diagonal that
equals 15 wins!
2 5 G 2 2 9 g
3 1 alll ] 3 alli=} 3 2
3 4 7 1 9 2 5
+ 0 4 2 7 1 8 3
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Activity:
Distribute the A+ Math Worksheet and Odds or Evens

Explain that individuals should complete both handouts, doing the A+ Math Worksheet alone and the Odds or Evens with a partner.

After participants complete the handouts, ask these questions:
	
Who did the math worksheet first? Why? What did you do when you finished it? What skills did it support?
 Who did the Odds or Evens first? Why? What did you do when you finished it? What skills did it support?
- Which do you think youth would like better?  

Explain: Both handouts support addition skills. 

- Odds and Evens also builds critical thinking, problem-solving, social, verbal communication and planning skills.  

- It is also more engaging, something kids can play for a longer period of time (once you finish the worksheet, you’re done) and students can use the same cards to make up their own games.  

- And, there is minimal prep time involved. The directions can be used over and over again and the cards were made by the students (unlike ditto worksheets you have to keep reprinting).


{

-

D " Grouping

* Promote 21st century skills such as
collaboration.

e Free staff to help youth with greatest
needs.

* Youth teach other youth, fostering content
mastery.
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Explain: Grouping not only helps youth learn how to work together more effectively, it also helps you all have more time with the students who need you most which makes for a more effective homework time overall. 

Ask: What challenges do you anticipate if grouping becomes a bigger part of the program? How can those be addressed? Make sure to mention things like youth cheating, not getting along, and them taking a lot of time to set up. For solutions, make sure to mention the importance of establishing group norms and teaching procedures for getting help when working in groups. 



Grouping Sort

fWarren Johnson

# 5Sth grade

* Excallent reader and writer: good student

* Competitive: able to set and achieve
goals; impatient

Homewaork: Pick a state for your "state
project” and write a proposal on why vou
should be able to do a report on that state,

Francis Chan

* GSth grade
* English language learner; likes science
*  MNatural leader; excellent artist

Homewaork: Think of two project ideas for the
science fair, Write down vour question and
two possible hypotheses for each idea.

Elizabeth Stewart

*  ith grade
* Excellent reader: very creative thinker
* EBundle of energy: likes to dance and sing

Homewaork: Turn in corrections on the
“Matter” test.

Boomer (kara

*  4th grade

* Excellent student; math and science are
his favorite subjects

* Friendly: outgoing nature; relatively

Maryam Bello

*  3rd grade

¢ Good student; likes to write stories

*  Very patient; somewhat quiet; able to set
goals

Homewaork: Complete worksheet comparing
fractions using less-than, equal, and greater-
than symbols.

Ana Maria Schwartz

* 2ndgrade

*  Average student: likes spelling and
reading

# Bundle of energy; likes working with the
older kids

Homewaork: Write a story about the day after
Alexander's bad day in Alexander and the
Terrible, Horrible, No Goed, Very Bad Day.

Mikey Dillon

*  Hindergarten

* Learning how to read: likes to play games

* Has trouble following direction; likes
working with others

Homework: Draw pictures of three animals
and three foods that begin with the letter of
the week, “R."

Edith Carmen Moreno

Sheila Rodriguez

* Sthgrade

*  Very zood in math; has trouble
completing homewaork

*  Very patient; likes number and logic
Zames

Homewaork: Develop questions for vour
interview with an older person. Ask about
his/her life and community when he/she was
your age.

Khalil Peters

* Sth grade
#  Average student’ has trouble staying
focused

* Good athlets; likes to create and play
games; likes to help the younger students

Homewaork: Read section 1.4 in the Social
Studies book, Answer the end of the chapter
questions.

Elliot Monroe

*  4th grade

* Good student; likes Social Studies best

*  Prefers to work independently; very
imaginative

Homework: Write a story about what
happens to Wilbur or one of Charlotte's baby
spiders at the end of Charlotte’s Web.

Jamie Freemont

*  3rd grade

* Has difficulties with reading: good with
numbers

* Easygoing nature; likes to work with
others

Homework: [dentify ad write a description of
the clouds that you see in the sky this

afternoon after school.

Mike Pascal

* 2ndgrade

*  Has difficulties with math; likes Social
Studiss: pood reader

*  Competitive; likez riddles and jokes

Homework: Write a paragraph on how you
would have handled the bad incidents, if you
were Alexander in Alexander and the Terribis
Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day.

William Ortiz

#  istgrade

* Likes spelling and math; has trouble
focusing during homewaork time

*  Prefers to work in groups: likes word
games

Homewaork: Write a sentence from Tar Beach
and illustrate it; write five sentences using
this week's vocabulary words.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide Time: 10 minutes

Explain: There are lots of ways to group youth. They can choose their own, which has some advantages and may work well. You can also organize groups for particular reasons such as grouping by assignments or class, or grouping a few more advanced students with some needing support in the particular subject area. 

Activity: 

- Divide into pairs

- Give each group a set of the Student Grouping Cards

- Form homework groups with the youth on the cards. Use any criteria that makes sense.

- Compare groupings. Ask pairs with different groupings to explain their reasoning.



e Age orgrade level.
 Similar subjects or assighnments.

 Pairing more advanced students with
those who struggle.
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Explain: There are lots of ways to group youth. They can choose their own, which has some advantages and may work well. You can also organize groups for particular reasons, such as grouping by assignments or class, or grouping a few more advanced students with some needing support in the particular subject area. 



D " Next Steps

e Homework strategies to pursue.

e |deas for creating an engaging
environment, homework systems and new

methods.

e Timeline.
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Explain: Effective homework time takes creating an engaging environment, utilizing homework tools and systems, and trying new methods such as grouping.

Ask: From what you learned in today’s training, what will you implement or try out first? What steps do you need to take to make it happen?

Thank everyone for participating, and move on to next steps! 

If learners want more information, guide them to https://y4y.ed.gov/y4yclickandgo/creating-an-intentionally-designed-program/1565 for an 8 minute podcast on Homework Help
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