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Semantic Map
Steps for Using the Semantic Map:
1. Place the target word in the center of the chart.
2. Prior to any instruction, have students fill out any parts of the chart that they can. This can give you an idea of the depth of knowledge a student has about the word.
3. Provide instruction and opportunities for students to use the word in a variety of contexts.
4. At the end of the week, have students add information to the chart. Review with students how their depth of knowledge about the word has increased.

SYNONYM:
- railway

Example: RAILROAD

WORD STRUCTURE:
- a compound word
MULTIPLE MEANINGS:
- a system of transportation
- the Underground Railway (history)
- to rush something into place
PERSONAL ASSOCIATIONS:
- enjoyable 
- leisurely 
- travel
COMMON CONTEXTS:
- travel by railroad
- ship by railroad
- a railroad company
RAILROAD


DESCRIPTORS:
- network of rails laid on ties
- often covers long distances
- large company that manages
- transport by rail
EXAMPLES:
- Amtrak
- British Railways
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