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Short Descriptions of the NASA STEM Challenge Program
50 words
The U.S. Department of Education’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers program is collaborating with NASA to help students in some of the nation’s highest-need schools learn about science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). Participating student teams solve real-world engineering design challenges with assistance and mentoring from NASA scientists and engineers.
100 Words
The U.S. Department of Education’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) program is collaborating with NASA to help students in some of the nation’s highest-need schools learn about science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). Participating student teams solve real-world engineering design challenges with assistance and mentoring from NASA scientists and engineers.
Out-of-school time (such as the 21st CCLC program) provides a critical pathway for interesting students in the STEM fields — particularly girls, students of color, and others with limited access to authentic STEM experiences and interactions with STEM professionals. The key is to provide hands-on activities relevant to life. 
150 Words
[bookmark: _GoBack]The U.S. Department of Education’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) program is the largest out-of-school program in the nation, serving over 1.5 million students in 50 states. It is collaborating with NASA to help underserved students learn about careers in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM). Through this program, student teams solve real-world engineering design challenges with assistance and mentoring from NASA scientists and engineers.
Out-of-school time provides a critical pathway for interesting students in the STEM fields, particularly students from underserved groups, such as girls and students of color, who often have limited access to authentic STEM content, experiences and interactions with STEM professionals. Hands-on activities that highlight the relevance of STEM to real life are key to sparking student interest in these fields.
In this technology- and information-rich era, many high-wage careers require STEM literacy. Programs such as this are essential to addressing issues of equity.
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