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News Release:
Date: [Enter Date]
[Enter School Name] Completes NASA Challenge[s]
An exciting program collaboratively implemented by NASA and the U.S. Department of Education (ED) has given [Enter number of students that participated] [Enter name of school] middle-schoolers the chance to develop solutions to [Enter number of challenges implemented by school] real-world engineering challenge[s] with guidance and mentoring from NASA engineers and scientists. Through hands-on experiences with science, technology, engineering and math (STEM), these students are learning firsthand about innovation, problem solving and collaboration — and about working in the STEM fields.
The collaborating agencies chose [Enter your state] and nine other states in late 2014 to participate in the NASA STEM Challenge as part of ED’s 21st Century Community Learning Center (21st CCLC) programs. The 21st CCLCs provide academic enrichment during out-of-school time for students and their families, particularly students who attend schools in some of the nation’s highest-need communities.
The students at [Enter name of school] chose [Enter the topic(s) chosen] and were asked to create a 3- to 5-minute video documenting the solution they developed to [this or these] real-world challenge[s] faced by NASA scientists and engineers. The student videos will be evaluated by a team that includes NASA scientists, engineers and astronauts, as well as educators. Some of the student teams will be invited to present their work at a national conference this summer. 
Through interactive web sessions with NASA scientists and engineers, students get feedback on their work, ask questions, learn about careers in the STEM fields and find out what it’s like to work at the space agency.
[Insert a quote from the school superintendent or other official on the value of the program]. The NASA STEM Challenge is one of three STEM-focused collaborations with ED. The other two are with the National Park Service and the Institute for Museum and Library Services. The purpose is to motivate and inspire young people through experiences with the fun and engaging side of science, technology, engineering and mathematics.
To learn more about [Enter State Here] 21st CCLCs, visit: 
[bookmark: _GoBack][Insert the web address for your state department of education’s website]
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