During program 

[State] Students Designing Spacesuits, Moon Gardens with NASA 

200-300 words: [number] students in [state] are mastering critical 21st century skills as part of an innovative program funded by the U.S. Department of Education. Through partnerships with federal agencies like NASA, the Department is providing underserved students with engaging science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) activities to increase student awareness of and proficiency in STEM skills. It’s all part of the 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) program, which provides high-need schools with academic enrichment opportunities outside the school day.

This year’s participants have the opportunity to participate in two kinds of projects: Engineering Design Challenges, where students explore answers to big questions like, “how do you grow plants in lunar bases,” and Global Observation to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) investigations, where they conduct environmental observations to better understand Earth’s natural systems. Through web-based mentoring sessions with NASA scientists and engineers, the students get feedback on their findings and designs, ask questions and refine their ideas. Over the course of the program, they will create videos documenting their work, which will then be reviewed and judged by a team of the country’s best scientists, engineers and astronauts. The 2016 programs will culminate in a statewide showcase event in [month].

[bookmark: _GoBack]To stay up to date on the Department-NASA program and what [state] students are experiencing, follow us on social media at [insert handles if applicable]. For more information on the Department of Education’s 21st CCLC program and sites in [state], visit http://www2.ed.gov/programs/21stcclc/ or [link to state department of education website].


End of program

[State] Students to Showcase NASA Engineering Designs and Experiences with STEM Experts

200 words: For the past few months, students in [state] have been hard at work mastering real-world engineering design challenges and learning about the global environment with NASA scientists as part of an innovative U.S. Department of Education out-of-school time initiative. Through the Department’s 21st Century Community Learning Centers (21st CCLC) program, participants have had the opportunity to collaborate directly with NASA experts during out-of-school time to gain firsthand experience in critically important science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) skillsets.  

The 21st CCLC program is designed to provide underserved or economically disadvantaged students with academic enrichment opportunities – including those focused on STEM skills – outside of the school day. These opportunities are especially important for female students, minorities and those attending low-performing or high-poverty schools, all of whom are traditionally underrepresented in the STEM fields. 

This year, students in the NASA program got to work with the agency’s engineers and scientists to explore answers to real-world questions such as, “how do you grow plants on lunar bases,” and “how do clouds impact the Earth’s climate?” Participants developed videos about their experiences and will share their work with NASA engineers and astronauts as well as educators and student teams from across [state] during a showcase event in [month]. [Insert more specific details here about student experience with photos, as available]. 

To see more about what our students in [state] have been doing in 2016, follow us on social media at [insert handles if applicable] or check out [appropriate website link]. For more information on ED’s 21st CCLC program and other sites in [state], visit http://www2.ed.gov/programs/21stcclc/. 

