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To the Editor: 
Skills cultivated through the study and practice of science, technology, engineering and math (the STEM fields) are vitally important to our nation’s economic future. Data reveal that STEM jobs are projected to increase over time, and the demand to fill occupations that require expert thinking and complex communication is significantly higher than that for manual labor jobs. Indeed, a 2011 U.S. Department of Commerce study found that over the previous 10 years, growth in STEM jobs was three times greater than that of non-STEM jobs. For all these reasons, STEM jobs are expected to continue to grow at a faster rate than other jobs in the coming decade. 
Unfortunately, many of our nation’s students lack critical STEM skills, especially those in certain minority populations or from economically disadvantaged school systems. Nor is a lack of proficiency the only challenge – many American students also lack interest in pursuing STEM fields. Some of our country’s highest-performing students have been gravitating away from science and engineering toward other professions. 
The shortage of students with skills such as critical thinking and problem solving is a problem in communities, districts and, ultimately, job markets across the U.S. — but schools in [state] are part of a national effort to solve it. 
Through a unique partnership between the U.S. Department of Education and NASA, [number] students across [number] of sites in [state] will spend out-of-school time exploring STEM skills and related careers firsthand in collaboration with NASA experts. Working with scientists and engineers, our students will tackle real-world problems, such as developing a plant growth system to help sustain astronauts on a lunar surface, or gathering data about the Earth’s systems, atmosphere and global environment. 
The goal of the Department’s partnership with NASA is to provide access to high quality, meaningful experiences in science, technology, engineering and math, improve students’ skills in these areas and demonstrate the relevance of STEM to daily life. It’s an important step toward helping the U.S. remain a global leader in science, engineering and innovation by preparing students with the skills they need to thrive in an increasingly complex world.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I hope you’ll join with me in supporting this initiative. For more information on [state]’s program, please visit [insert web address for your state department of education’s website].
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